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——==77 Hcreas ſome havegivenout 


that by the Act of Coun- 
cell, which explaineth the 
\ || Conteſsion of Faith lately 
2 commanded to be ſworn 
| JOS | by his Majeſtic, to be ur 
OR || deritood of the Confel. 
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CE 5.5 IE ſion of Faith, as it was 
C2472 af hen profeſſed and recei. 

— —— yc,, when it was made, 

and that inthat Confeſſion, defence both of the do- 
&rine and diſcipline then eſtabliſhed is ſworn, at 
whichtime epiſcopal government being(as they ſay) 
aboliſhed,ir muſt needs follow, that the fame govern- 
ment is by this late oath abjured. | 
And underſtanding that even amongſt thoſe who 
continue together ſtill at Glaſgow, under the name 
of a pretended and unlawfull generall aflembly, this 
objection is held to be of ſome monent, and uſed by 
them to the great diſturbance of the peace of thus 
churchand kingdome, and tothe greardiſquiering 
of the mindes of ſuch his Majeſties good ſubjects 
as have raken the ſaid oath, and yer never mean- 
ed nor do mean to abjure epiſcopall government; 
And to perſwade others, that if they take the 
: A 2 ſame 


| (2) 
ſameoath thus explained by the ſaid Aof Councel, 
by ſo doing they muſt likewaies abjure the ſaid go- 
vernment. 

We James Marques of Hamilton, his Majeſties 
high Commiſsioner , wondring that any ſuch (cru- 
pulous miſconſtrudtion ſhould be made of his Maje- 
ſties gracious and pious intentions,and being deſirous 
to removeall doubts from the mindsof his Majcſties 

ood ſubjefts, and to keep them from being poy - 
Poned by ſuch as by forced and forged inferences 
would make them beleeve, that they had actually by 
taking that oath ſworn that which neither virtually 
aor verely they have ſworn, or ever intended to 
ſwear, or was required by authoritie ro be ſworn by 
them,either directly or indire&ly : Conſidering thar 
all oathes muſt be taken according tothe minde, in- 
rention,and commandement of that authoritie, which 
exacteth the oath; and that we,by ſpeciall command- 
ment from his ſacred Majeſtie, commanded the ſaid 
oath tobe adminiſtred, we do hereby freely and in- 
genuouſly profeſſe and declare our minde and mean- 
ing herein, as we have conſtantly heretofore done 
fince our coming into this kingdome about this im- 
ployment z viz. Thar by any (uch words or a& of 
councell we never meancd or intended that epiſco- 
pall government ſhould be abjured, nor any thing 
elſe which was eſtabliſhed by at: of parliament, or 
as of the church of this kingdome, which are now 
in force,and were ſo at therime of the taking of the 
ſaid oath. 

Nor indeed could we have any other intention or 
meaning, being clearly warranted and expreſly com- 
manded. 
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manded by hisMajeſties inſtruQions,to exa&the ſaid 
oath,and rake order that it ſhould be ſwornthrough- 
out the kingdome in that faireand lawfull ſenſe, and 
none other. Neither in this point did we deliver our 
own words, or his Majeſties minde ambiguouſly or 
doubttfully, ſo as any other ſenſe, to our thinking, 
could be picked or wrung our of cither the one orthe 
other; for we do atteſt the Lords of the Councell, 
whether wedidnot to many, orall of them upon ſe- 
verall occaſions in conference with them ever fince 
our coming intothis kingdome,conſtantly declareun- 
tothem, that his Majeſties reſolution was not to ſuf- 
fer epiſcopall government to be aboliſhed: Weatteſt 
all * Lords of Seſſion, whether before our rende- 
ring of that oath tothem, or their Lordſhips taking 
of it, we did not fully and freely declareto « eva. 
his Majeſties minde in commanding us to ſeethis oath 
taken, and our own minde in requiring them totake 
it, was only to (etle and ſecure the religion and faith 
profeſſed inthis kingdomebut was notto be extend. 
ed tothe abjuring of epiſcopall government, or an 
other thing now in force by the laws of this crack 
and ſtate at. thetime of adminiſtring this oath,which 
their Lordſhips, being the reverend and learned 
judges of the lawes, knew well could not be abjured; 
afcer which per ſpicuous predeclaration of our minde, 
their Lordſhips undoubtedly in that ſame ſenſe and 


none other took the ſaid oath. 

And now, good Reader,having heard his Majeſties 
minde and intention, and ia purſuance of them the 
minde of his Majeſties highCommiſhoner concerni 
this oatb, che reaſons to repell the former objefion 
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ſcem to be needleſſe (the known minde of the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate who urgeth an oath, being tobetaken for 
the undouored ſenſe of it) yet foraſmuch as that ob. 
jeRion hath of late been mainly urged for alienating 
the mindes of many of his Majeſties good ſubjects, 
and well affe&ed rothat government, from adhering 
unto it, be pleaſed to know,thatthe tormer objefion 
hath neither ſhow nor force of reaſon in if9and that 
by the ſaid oath and that explanation ſer down in the 
a&t of councell, epiſcopall government neither was 
nor poſkbly could be abjured,and that for many rea- 
ſons, bur eſpecially theſe five, which we having ſeen 
and approved, have cauſcd to be here inſerted, and 
leave them tothine impartiall conſideration. 

Firſt, God forbid ir ſhould be imagined that his 
Majeſtic ſhould command his ſubjes to take an oath 
which init felf is abſolutely anlawfull-But for aman 
to ſwear againſt a thing which is eſtabliſhed by the 
laws of church and kingdome in which he liveth (uns 
leſſe that thing be repugnant to the law of God) is 
abſolutely unlawfull. untill ſuch time as that king- 
dome and church do firſt repeal theſe laws: And 
therefore epiſcopall government not being repug- 
nant to thelaw of God,nay being conſonant unto it, 
as being of apoſtolicall inſtitution (which ſhall be 
demonſtrated ifany manpleaſeto argue it)and ſtand- 
ing fully eſtabliſhed, both by as of parliamenr, and 
acts of generall aſſembly at the time when this oath 
was adminiſtred ; toabjure it before theſe ads be re- 
pealed, is abſolutely unlawfull, and againſt the word 
of God: and iris tobe hoped no man will conceive 


that his Majeſtic meancd ro command a thing abſo. 
lutely 
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lutely unlawfull. Andif it ſhould be ſaid, as it is ſaid 
by ſome, (who not beingableto avoydtheforce of 
reaſon, do betake thegnlelves to pitifull ſhifts and e- 
vaſions) that theſe a&ts of parliament and aſſembly 
eſtabliſhing epiſcopall government, wereunlawfully 
and unduely obtained - certainly if they have any 
rcaſons for this their bold aſſertion, which is of a 
more dangerous — then that it ought to 
be endured in any well fetled church or common- 
wealth ; theſe es to may be preſented lawfully to 
theſe judicatories to entreat them to reduce the (aids 
aQts, if there ſhall be ſtrength and validitie found in 
them. Bur to hold , that untill ſuchrime as theſc judi- 
catories ſhall repeal the ſaids laws, they cither oughe 
to be, or can poſſibly be abjured, is a wicked poſition, 
and: deſtru@ive of the very foundation of juſtice 
both in church and common. weakh. 

Secondly , it cannot be imagined that this oath 
ſhould oblige the now takers of it farther then it did 


oblige the takers of it art firſt : for doQrineatd points 


of faith it did oblige them then, and fo doth itus 
now, perpetually, becauſe theſe points.in themſelves 
are perpetuall, immurable,and eternall:Bnt for points 
of diſcipline - and government, and policie of the 
Church, that oath could binde the firſt rakers of it no 
longer then that diſcipline and government ſhould 
ſtand in force by the laws of this Church and King- 
dome ,, which our Church in her poſitive confeſſion 
of faith printed am theaQts of Parliament,artic. 
20. 21. declarcth to be alterable at the will of the 
Church it Ye and ſo repcalable by ſucceeding aQts, if 
the Church ſhall ſce cauſe. When a King at his co- 
ronation 


(6) 
ronation taketh anoath to rule according to the laws 
of his kingdome,or a judge at his admiſſion ſwearerh 
rogivejudgement according tothelſe laws,the mean- 
ing of their oaths cannot be that they ſhall rule or 
judge according to them longer then they continue 


to be laws: But ifany of them ſhall come afterwards 


to be lawfully repealed, both king and judge arc free 
from ruling and judging according to ſuch of them 
as are thus lawfully repealed, notwithſtanding their 
originall oath. Since therfore if the firſt takers of that 
oath were now alive, they could not be aid to have 
abjurcd epiſcopal government, which hath beea ſigce 
eſtabliſhed by laws of this church and kingdome, e- 
fpecially conſidering thatthis church inher confe, 
on holdeth church goverament to bealterableat the 
will of the church: certainly we repeating but their 
oath, cannot be ſaid to abjurethat government now, 
morethenthey could be ſaid ro doit if they werenow 
aliveand repeating the ſame oath. . 
.  Thirdly,how canit bethought that the very at of 
his Majeſties commanding this oath ſhould make epi(- 
copall government to beabjured by it , more then the 
covenanters requiring it of their aſlociats,in both co- 
venants the words and ſyllables of the confeffion of 
faith being the ſame? Now it is wel known that many 
were brought in to ſubſcribe their covenant, by the 
ſolemn proteſtationsof the contrivers and urgers of it 
that they might ſubſcribeir without abjuring of epiſ- 
copacie, and other ſuch things as were eſtabliſhed by 
law,fincethetimethar this oath was firſt invented and 
made; and the thsee Miniſters in their firſt anſwers to 
the Aberdene Quzres have fully and clearly _—_ 
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ſedthemſelvesto that ſenſe, _ theſethings for 
na 


the preſentnotto be abjured,but only referred rothe 
tryall of afreegenerall Aſſembly: and likewaiesthe 
adherersto the laſt proteſtation againſt his Majeſties 
proclamation, bearing date the 9. of September, in 
theirniath reaſon againſt the ſubſcriprionurged byhis 
Majeſtie,do plainly averre,that this oath urged by his 
Majeſtie doth oblige the takers of it, #9 maintain 
Perth articles ,and to maintain p/ ſcopacie. Why there 


fore ſome men ſwearing the ſame words and ſylla- 


bles ſhould haverheir wordstaken to another ſenſe, 
and be thought to abjure ge government , 
more then others who have taken theſame oathin the 
ſame:;-»rds, muſt needs paſlle the capacity of an ordi- 
narie underſtanding. 

Itis a received maxime, and #t cannot be denied, but 
that eaths Miniſtred unto us muſt either be refuſed,or elſe 
taken according to the known minde,profeſied intention, 
and expreſſe command of authority urging the ſame: A 
propolition,not only received inall Encols but pos 
fitively ſet down by the adherersto the ſaid proteſta- 
tion totzdemwerbis inthe place abovecited. Bur it is 
notoriouſly known even untq thoſe who ſubſcribed 
the confeſſion of faith by his Majeſties command- 
ment, that his Majeſtic not only in his kingdomes of 
I and Ireland, is a maintainer and upholder of 
epilcopall government according to thelaws of the 
ſaid Churches and Kingdomes, bur that likewaies he 
is adefender, and intends to continue adefender of 
theſame government in his kingdome of Scotland, 
borh before the time,and at the time when he urged 
this oath , as is evident by that which is in my Lord 

B Commiſſioner 
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Commiſſioner his preface, both concerning hisMaje- 
ſties inſtru&ionsto his Grace , and his Graces expreſ- 
ſing his Majeſtics minde, both tothe Lordsof Coun- 
ccl,and tothe Lords of Scflionzand the ſamelikewaics 
is plainly exprefled' and acknowledz.cd by the adhe- 
rers tothe ſaid proteſtationin the place above cited: 
their words b.ing thele; And it 15 moſt manifeſt that 
his Majeſties minae, intention, aud commanament , i 
#1 other but that the conf'ſ\10n be ſworn, for the mainte. 
nance of religion as it 5. already or preſ-ntly profeſſed 
(theſetwo being co-zncident altogether one and the ſame, 
uot only 13 our common form cf ſpeaking, but in all his 
Majeſties proclamatioz.s ) and thus as it includeth,and 
continueth within the compaſſe thereof, the foreſaids no- 
vations and epiſcopacy , which under that name were al- 
fo ratified, in the firſt parliament holden by his Majeſty, 
From whence it is plaine, that epiſcopacie not being 
taken away or ſuſpended by any of his Majeſties de- 
clarations, as theſe other things were whichrthey call 
novations, it muſt nceds both in deed, and in the 
judgement of the ſaid proteſters no waycs be intended 
by his Majeſtie to be abjured by the ſaid oath. Now 
both the wajor and that part of the rior which con- 
cerneth epiſcopall government in the Church of 
Scotland , being clearly acknowledged by the prote- 
ſters, and the other part of the m1#or concerning that 
government in his other rwo kingdomes being noto- 
riouſlyknown,not onlyto them, butto all others who 
know his Majeſtie, how it can beimagined thar his 
Myeſty by that oath ſhould command epifcopacieto 
be abjured, or how could any one to whom his Ma- 
zelties minde concerning wiſcepal government was 

known, 


8.52 


known, honeſtly or ſafely abjure it, let it be lefrtothe 
whole world tojudge, eſpecially conſidering that the 
proteſters themſelves in that place above cited, by a 
dilemma, which we leave to themſelves to anſwer, 
have averred, that when thar at ot councell ſhould 
come out, yetthatircouldnot beinferred from thence 
thar any ſuch thing was abjured, 
Fiftly and laſtly, it the explanation in that a& of 
councell be taken inthatnor only rigid butunreaſo. 
nable and ſenſlefſe ſenſe which they-urge, yer they can 
never make it appear, that epiſcopall governmentat 
the firſt time of the adminiſtring of that oath was a- 
boliſhed: The very words of that confeſſion of faith, 
immediatly after the beginning of it, being theſe, Re- 
ceived, beleeved, defended by many and ſundry notable 
Kirks and Realms but chiefly by the Kirk of Scotland, 
the Kings Majeſtic and three Eſtates of this realae , as 
Gods eternall truth and only ground of our ſalvation,e7c. 
By which it is evident, that the ſubſcription to this 
confeſsion of faith is robeurgedinno other ſenſe then 
as it was then beleeved and received by the Kings Mas 
jeſtie;and the three Eſtares of this realme atthatrime 
in being; and it is well known ,thar at rhattime Bi- 
ſhops, Abbots and Priors made up athird eſtare of 
this realme, which gave approbationtothis confeſſion 
of faith: and therefore ir 1s not to be conceived, that 
this third eſtare did then abjure epiſcopacie , or 
that epiſcopacie was at the firſt ſwearing of that con- 
feſsion aboliſhed. Bur ſay that art rhartime ir was abo- 
liſhed by as of generall Aflembly, yet was ir notſo 
by any act of Parliament, nay by many as of Parlia- 
ment it was in force,becauſe _ ofthem was Ay” 
2 ed, 
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ed; ſome whereof are annexed inthe ſheet immediatly 
after theſe reaſons , which we pray the reader care- 
fully to peruſe and ponder: and atthe very time of the 
taking of this oathand after, biſhops, whoſe names are 
well known,were in being, Now it is to be hoped that 
in a Monarchy or any- other well conſtituted repub. 
lick, that damnable Jeſuiticall pofition ſhall never 
take place, That what is once enaRted by a Monarch 
and his three eſtates in Parliament, ſhall gverbeheld 
_—_ or repealable by any eccleſtaſticall nationall 
Synod. 

By all which it is evident, that the explanation of 
that a&t of councell ſo groundleſly urged, can induce 
no man to imagine that by the confeſhon of faith late. 
ly (yorn by his Majeſtics commandment, epiſcopall 
government, which then did, and yet doth ſtand eſta- 
bliſhed by ats of this Church and Kingdomezeither 
was, or poſſibly could be abjured, 

And having now (good Reader ) heard his Majeſtics 
minde in hisinſtructionsto us, our mindein requiri 
in his Majeſties name this oath tobe taken, and theſe 
few reaſons of many which do evidentlyeyince thein- 
conſequence of that ſenſe which without any ſhow of 
inference is put upon it by thoſe, who would goonin 
making men ſtillbeleeve,tharall which they door ſay 
is grounded upon authority , though they themſelves 
do well know the contrary ; we ſuppoſe that all they 
who have taken this oath will reſt ſatisfied that they 
have not abjured epiſcopall government, and that 
they who ſhall take it, will take it in no other ſenſe. 

Which timely warning of ours, we are the more 


willing to give, becauſe weare given to —_— 
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that even they who were wont to call thetakers of 
this oath (notwithſtanding of that explanation by 
a@ of councell) perjured and damned perſons, and 
in their pulpits called the urging of it the depth of 
ſathan, do now meantotake it themſelves, and urge 
others totake it in that ſenſe which they make men 
beleeve (though as. rd that a of councell 
makes adyantageous to their ends. 

But wedo in his Majeſties name requirethat none 
preſumeto rake theſaid oath, unleſle they be requi- 
red ſo todo by ſuch as ſhall have lawfull authoritie 
from his ieto adminiſter it unto them : bei 
confident, that none either will or can rake the (ai 
oath or any other oath in any ſenſe, which may not 
conſiſt wich epiſcopall government, having his Ma- 
jeſties ſenſe, and fo the {enſe of all lawfullauthority 
fully explained tothem, . 
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Har epiſcopall juriſdiftion was 
| inforceby as of parliament, 
and no wayes aboliſhed nor 
ſuppreſſed in the year 1580. 
nor at the time of reforma- 
tion of religion within the 
realm of Scotland, doth evi- 
dently appeare by the aQs 
of parliament after mentioned. 

Firſt by the parliament 1567. cap.2. whereby at 
thetime of reformation the Popes authoritie was a- 
boliſhed, it is enacted by the ſaid a&t, That nobiſbop, 
nor other prelate in this realme, uſe any juriſdid on im 
time coming by the biſhop of Komes authority, And by 
the third a& of the ſame parliament, whereby it 1s 
declared, That all aits not agreeing with Gods word, 
and contrary to the confeſsion of fanth approved by the 
eſtates in that parl1ament,ts bave no effect nor ſtrength 
1n time to come. Whereby it is cvident, that it was 
not the reformers intention ro ſuppreſle epiſcopacie, 
but that biſhops ſhould not uſe any juriſdiftion by 
the biſhop of Rome his authoritie ; and ſeeing they 
did allow epiſcopacie ro continue inthe church,that 
they did not eſteeme the ſame contrary to Gods 
word and confeſſion foreſaid: as appeares more clear- 


ly by the fixth act of the ſaid parliament, which is 
ratified 


(14) 
ratifiedinthe parliament 1579.cap.68. whereby it is 
declared, That the m. niſters of the bleſſed Evangel of 
Feſus Chriſt, whom God of his mercie hath now raiſed 
up amoneſt us, or hereafter ſhall raiſe, agreeing with 
them that now live in dottrineor adminiſtration of the 


ſacraments,and the people of this realme that profeſſe 


Chriſt as he is now offered in his Evangel, and ao com- 
municate with the holy ſacraments ,as inthe reformed 
kirks of this realme they are publickl AIP 1s 
according to the confeſ510n of the faith, to be the only 
true _ holy kirk of Jeſus Chriſt within this reatme ; 
without any exception by reaſon of policie and diſci- 
pline , declaring only ſuch as eyther gain-ſay the 
word of the Eyangel according to the heads of the 
ſaid confeſhon, or refuſe the participation of the 
holy ſacraments as they are now miniſtrate, ro be no 
members of the ſaid kirk {o long as they keep them- 
ſelves ſo divided from the ſocietie of Chriſts body. 
Whereby it is manifeſt, that it was not the ſaid re- 
formers minde to exclude any from that ſociety by 
reaſon of diſcipline, and that they did not at that 
time innovate or change any thung inthar policiethey 
found in the ſaid kirk before the reformation. 

This is likewaies evident by the oath to be mini- 
ſtred to the king at his coronation, by the cighth at 
ofthe ſaid parliament, wherby heis to {wear to main- 


tain the true religion of Jeſus Chriſt, the preaching of 


his holy word and due and right miniitration of the ſa. 
traments now received and preached within this realm, 
and ſhall aboliſh and gain-ſtand all falſe religion con. 
trary to the ſame; without ſwearing roany innovation 
of policic and diſcipline of rhe kirk. 

Secondly, 


5 
Secondly, it doth evidently appear by theſe ſubſe- 
quent a&s of parliament, that by the municipall law 
ofchis realme archbiſhops and biſhops wasnot only 
allowed in the kirk, but alſo hadjuriidiftion and au- 
thority togoverne the ſame. 

_— the 24. at of the ſaid parliament, whereby 
all civill privitedges granted by our ſoveraigne Lords 
predeceſſors totheſdiritaalt etate of this realme,are rati- 
fiedinall points after the form and tenor thereof. And 
by the 35.act of the parliament 1571. whereby all 
and whatſoever atts and ſtatutes made of before 6 
our ſoveraigne Lord and his predeceſſors anent the 
freedome and liberty of the true kirke of God, areratifi- 
ed and approved, 

By the 46. adt of the parliament 1572. whereby 
itis declared, that archbiſhops and biſhops havethe 
authority,and are ordained to conveen and deprive 
all inferiour perſons being miniſters, who ſhalnot ſub- 
ſcribethearticles of religion,and give their oath for 
acknowledging and recognoſcing of our ſoveraigne 
Lord and his authority, & bring a teſtimoniall in wri- 
ting thereupon withina moneth after their admiſſion. 

By the 48. act of the ſame parliament,whereby itis 


| declared,that archbiſhops and biſhops have authority 
| attheir viſitations to deſigne minilters gleibes. 


By the 54. a& of the (aid parliament, whereby 


| archbiſhops and biſhops are authorized to no- 


minate and appoint at their viſitations , perſons in 
every parochin for making and ſetting of the cax- 


ation, for upholding and repairing of kirks and 
kirk-yards, and to conveene, try, and cenſure 
all perſons that ſhall be —_ to have applied 
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(16) 
totheir own uſe the ſtones, rimber,or any thing elſe 
pertaining to kirks demoliſhed. 

By the 55. at of the parliament 1573. whereb 
archbiſhops and _ areauthorizedro admoni 
perſons married,in caſcof deſertion,toadhere,and in 
caſe of diſobedience,to diret# charges tothe miniſter of 
the parochin to proceed to the ſentence of excommu. 
nication. 

By the 63. at of the parliament 1578. whereby 
biſhops,and where no biſhops are provided,the Com- 
miffioner of dioceſles, have authority to try the rents 
of hoſpitals, and call for the foundations thereof. 

By the 69. a of the parliament 1579. whereby 
the juriſdition of the kirk is declared to ſtand 7 
procxpng the word of Jeſus Chriſt, correftion of man. 
ners, and adminiſtration of the holy ſacraments ; and 
yet no other authority nor office-bearer allowed and 
appointed by att of parliament,nor is allowed by the 
former a&s ; bur archbiſhops and biſhops intended to 
continue in their authority, as is clear by theſe acts 
following. 

Firſt,by the 71. at of the ſame parliament, where. 
by perſons returning from their travels are ordained, 
within the ſpace of rwenty daies after their return, to 
paſſe to the biſhop, ſuperintendent, c ommiſsioner of the- 
kirks where they arrive and reſide, and there offer to 
make and give a confeſhon of their faith, or then 
within fourtie daics to remove themſelves forth of 
the realme, 

By the 99. a of the parliament 1581, whereby 
the foreſaids aQts are ratified and approved, 

By the 1 30.QQt of the parliament 15 84.wherby it is 
| ordained, 


| 


(17) 
ordained, th none of his Majeſties lieges 8 ſubje&s 
preſume or take upen hand to impugne the dignitic 


and authoritic of rhe three eftates of this kingdome, 
whereby the honour and authority of the Kings Ma- 
jelties ſupreme court of parliament,paſt all memorie 
of man, hath been continued, or to ek or procure the 
#nnovation or diminution of the power Pas , authoritie 
of the ſame three eſtates, or any of them in time coming 
under the pain of treaſon. 

By the 131. a@of theſame parliament, whereb 
all tm.9m-t 4 paar _ m— in ſpiri 
as tempor es, in practice and cuſtome, during 
theſe twenty four years by-paſt not approved by 
his Highnefle and three Eſtates in parliament, arc 
diſcharged: and whereby it is defended, That wone 
of his highnes ſubjetts of whatſoever qualitie, eftate, 
or funtt1on they be of, ſpiritual) or temporall,preſume,or 

e upon hand to convocate, conveen,or aſſemble them. 


ſelves together for holding of councels, conventions ,or 


aſſemblies, totreat, conſult, or determinate in any mat- 
terof Ig or eccleſiaſtical (except inthe ordina.- 
ry judgements) without his M ajcſties ſpeciall command. 
ment, or expreſſe licence had and obtained 10that efeS#. 

By the 132. a&t of the (aid parliament,authori 
zing biſhops to try and judge miniſters guilty of 
crimes meriting deprivation. 

By the 133. adt of the ſame parliament, ordain- 
ing Miniſters exercing office beſide rheir cal. 
ling to betricd and adjudged culpable by heir Or- 
dinaries. 

By the 23-a& of the parliament 1587. whereby 
all as made by ie kighno®,cr his moſt noble pro- 

2 


genitors 


6, 


M4 


(18) 
enitors anent the kirk of God, and religion preſent. 
- profeſſed, are ratified. + 
By the 231. a of the parliament 1597. bearing, 
That our ſoveraigne Lord and his highneſſe eſtates in 
parliament, having ſpeciall conſideration of the ors 
priviledges and immunities granted by his highneſſe 
predeceſſors to the holy kirk within this realme,and to 
the ſpectall perſons exercing the ; np and diz- 
nities of the prelates within the ſame. Which perſons 
have ever repreſented one of the eſtates of this realm in 
all conventions of the ſaids eſtates; and that theſaids 
priviledges and freedomes have been from time to time 
yenued and conſerved in the ſame integritie wherein 
they were at any time before. So that his Majeiie ac: 
knowledging the ſame tobe fallen now under his Ma. 
jeſties moſt favourable protettion, therefore his Majefl 
with _ of the eſtates declares, that the kirk within 
this realm, whereinthe truereligion is profeſſed, is the 
True and holy kirk : And that ſuch miniſters as his Ma- 
jeftie at any time ſhall pleaſe to | pager to the office, 
place, title, and dignitieof a biſhop,ec. ſhall have 
Vote 11 erltement, fcklike and als freely as any other 
eccleſiaſtical prelate had at any time by- gone. al+ 
ſo declares, that all biſhopricks vaicking, or that 
ſhall yaick, thall be only difboned ro actuall preach. 
ers and miniſters in the kirk, or ſuchas ſhall take up- 
onthem to exercethe ſaid funion, 

By the 2. at of the parliament 1606. whereb 
the ancient aud fundamental policie, conſifting inthe 
maintenance of the three eſtates of parliament, being o 
late free impaired and almoſt (ubverted, eſpecially 
by the indirett aboliſhing of the eſtate of biſhops by the 
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at of annexation : Albeit it was never meaned by 
his Majeſtie , nor by his eſtates, that the ſaid net 
Hſbeps eing a neceſſary eſtate of the parliament, ſhould 
e 


any wayes be ſuppreſſed ; yet by diſmembring and ab. 
ftrating fads Mie chi bes s uy ought in 
Z 


contempt and povertie, the y-u eſtate of biſhops u re- 
ſtored, and redintegratetotheir ancient att accuſtomed 


honour, dignities, prerogatives, priviledges, lands 

teindes,rents, & the ſame was in - reformed kirk moſt 
ly and free at any time before the ad of annexation; 

reſcinding and annulling all atts of parliament made 


in prejudice of the [aids biſhops in the premi 5,07 ant 
of chem, wet fo -' ror” wed,or —-_ ler __ 
wpon, to the effeF they may peaceably enjoy the honours, 
ignitzes, priviledges, and prerogatives competent to 
them or their eſtate ſince the raed of relzgion, 

By the 6. act of the 20. parliament, declaring that 
archbiſhops and bi{hops are redintegratetotheir former 
authority, dignitie, prerogative,priviledges and juriſ. 
diftions lawfully pertaining and ſhall be known toper- 
tain to them, oc. 

By the 1. a& of the parliament 1617. ordaining 
archbiſhops and biſhops to be elected by their Chap- 
ters, and no other wayes, and conſecrate by the rites 
and order accuſtomed. 


FINIS, 


Io, 


il, 


AN 
 ANSWERTO THE 
PROFESSION,AND 
DECLARATION. 


MADE BY Iauzs MARQUES OF 
Haumitron, HIS CMATE STIES 


HIGH Counts $s10NnzR, 
Imprinted at Edinburgh Anno 1638, 
m December, 


EDINBURGH 
Printed by James Bryſon, 3 639+ 


